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WHY PERSISTENT IDs?
Challenges for the individual:

- Multiple profile systems
- Manual data entry
- Administrative burden
- No control of personal 

data
- Name ambiguity
- Recognition/credit

Challenges for the 
organisations:

- Name ambiguity
- Trust in metadata
- Reporting latency
- Silo systems
- Return on investment
- Discoverability



Prior to ORCID, the research community 
lacked the ability to link researchers and 
scholars with their professional activities.
• Name variations:

• Matthew J Buys, MJ Buys, M Buys, 
Matthew John Buys, マット・ベイズ

• Institutional variations:
• ORCID, ORCID Incorporated, ORCID Inc, 

ORCID EMEA
  

WHY IS THERE A PROBLEM?





● Documenting impact through research 
performance frameworks

● Reducing researcher burden

… but these two goals seem at cross purposes?

RESEARCH MANAGEMENT TRENDS



ORCID RESTS ON A SIMPLE IDEA 

By pooling the know-how and influence of the 

international research community, we can 

deliver a huge step forward for the openness 

and reliability of research information. 



WHAT IS ORCID?
•An identifier for researchers

•A registry

•A set of standard procedures (APIs) for 
connecting researchers to their affiliations and 
activities

•A committed community building connectors

•An international-scale open research effort



THE ORCID COMMUNITY

https://orcid.org/statistics

• 876 members from 43 countries
• 550+ system connectors: all research sectors
• Over 4.8 million researchers
• Consortia in:

○ Americas: Brazil, Canada & US
○ EMEA: UK, Norway, Finland, Denmark, Sweden, Netherlands, Belgium, 

Germany, Italy, Portugal
○ APAC: Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan



ORCID IS OPEN
•Non-profit and platform-neutral 

• International service that integrates with other 
researcher identifiers 

•Registry use is free for individuals

• Independent non-profit membership organization 

•Open data, software, APIs, and documentation



Researcher

university

Gives permission to 
COLLECT iD and

access the record

Registers & 
manages ORCID record

Employment:
XXX University
Source: XXX University (ID139)

ORCID record

CONNECTS affiliation

funder CONNECTS grant
Funding:
YYY Foundation, Grant #123
Source: YYY Foundation (ID45)

CONNECTS 
publication

Works:
Journal ZZZ, vol. 45, 2016
Source: ZZZ Publishing (ID675)

publisher

orcid.org/xxxx-xxxx-xxxx-xxxx

ORCID ID
Researcher Name

Basic information
• Other names
• Email addresses
• Biography
Account settings

Activities & affiliations

Controls visibility



university

funder

publisher

CONNECTS affiliation

CONNECTS grant

CONNECTS 
publication



PUBLISHER
Assert Authorship

EMPLOYER
Assert Affiliation

FUNDER
Assert Award
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PUBLISHER OPEN LETTER

https://orcid.org/content/requiring-orcid-publication-workflows-open-letter

Over 1,500 journals are now requiring ORCID iDs



ORCID and 
Research Institutions
Why should research institutions care about 
ORCID?



KEY BENEFITS
for Research Institutions

•Reliable connections

• International scope

•Pre-populate forms

•Alumni updates

•Machines do the work

•Obtain consent to use data

PHOTO: mallow sundae by jennie collbran
CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 https://flic.kr/p/2HFwFT



RELIABLE CONNECTIONS
•Control how your organization 
name is expressed in systems 
your researchers use

• Include unique organization 
identifier

•CONNECT authoritative affiliation 
information to researcher records

PHOTO: Linked by NAS Alan Levine CC0
https://flic.kr/p/VKfww6



PHOTO: The Making of NASA's Global Selfie: 100+ 
Countries, Thousands of Photos by NAS Goddard 

Space Flight CC 2.0 https://flic.kr/p/nqjkaJ

INTERNATIONAL SCOPE

Benefit from a 
broadly-used, reliable, 

and mobile identifier 
for your faculty, staff, 
students, and alumni



PRE-POPULATE
FORMS

Receive real-time 
notifications about 
research activities, 
avoiding after-the-
fact reporting and 

form-fatigue

PHOTO: Custom form elements.by Mårten Björk
CC BY 2.0 https://flic.kr/p/86cM6z



ALUMNI UPDATES

Gain insights about former 
faculty, staff and students.

Automatically be alerted to
new contributions –

publications, grants and 
awards, affiliations and more! 

PHOTO: Footprints by Holly Gramazio
CC BY-NC 2.0 https://flic.kr/p/yvVMz



MACHINES DO THE 
WORK
Do all of these activities 
efficiently and at low cost 
through machine-to-machine 
communications using 
ORCID’s reliable platform

PHOTO: machine by Eugen Stoll
CC BY 2.0 https://flic.kr/p/5c8cz



DATA WITH CONSENT
Current trends and regulations 

are putting individuals at the 
center of their data use.

 Strengthen trust and 
confidence by sharing through 

ORCID’s permission model 

PHOTO: HELLO, my name is... By thomas stein 
CC BY-SA 2.0 https://flic.kr/p/4qijZc



Time to 
report!

ORCID RecordYes!
Do you have permission to 
do what you want to do? 

COLLECT permission; 
store iD and “token”

Read the record or 
CONNECT the new or 
updated information

No

New 
position!

Updated 
grant!

New 
publication!

TRIGGERS

Need info 
for a form!

Researchers control 
the visibility of their 

information

AUTOMATIC UPDATES BY 
MACHINES W/ CONSENT



Value of a Community 
Approach



RESEARCH INFORMATION IS 
CHALLENGING
•Research information systems can be stuck in the past
•Research information is stored in ‘silos’ – systems do not 
talk to one another

•Researchers and administrators waste a lot of time typing 
the same information into systems again, and again, and 
again…

How much time does it take to collect and verify 
information?



ORCID provides plumbing for 
research information, the tools to 
build trust in digital information

ORCID drives collective 
involvement of stakeholders 
across sectors



VALUE OF NATIONAL APPROACH
Taking a coordinated national approach to research 
information is crucial. The benefits include:
•Fair access to the benefits of research
•Better understanding of the impact and 
challenges of research

•Efficiency and convenience for researchers and 
administrators

•More time and improved quality research!



THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
•What research information is most urgent?

•Who are the key stakeholders and systems?

•Are there approaches used internationally 
that may work in your context?



STEPS TO ESTABLISHING AN 
ORCID CONSORTIUM

1. Create Steering Committee
2. Put out a call for participation in the consortium
3. Determine the lead organization and funding model
4. Draft consortium policy, goals, governance, and 

evaluation
5. Determine implementation approach
6. Hire community manager
7. Launch consortium web page and support services

https://orcid.org/content/orcid-consortia



CONSORTIUM TIERS

• 5-9 members: US$6,000 per member 

• 10-19 members: US$5,000 per member 

• 20-34 members: US$4,000 per member 

• 35-60 members: US$3,500 per member

• 61+ members: US$3,000 per member

https://orcid.org/about/membership



ORCID and 
Individuals
Why should research institutions care about 
ORCID?



RESEARCHERS SUPPORT ORCID
Per our 2017 community 

survey, respondents strongly 
agree that an ORCID iD is 
essential for researchers

85.9% of respondents 
believe requiring the 

use of ORCID iDs is 
beneficial to the global 

research community

PHOTO: High Five Panda By Mark Dumont
CC BY 2.0 https://flic.kr/p/ipWWpK



BENEFITS FOR INDIVIDUALS

• Control over personal data and privacy

• Unique persistent identifier used across 
sectors, borders and disciplines

• Reduced administrative burden allowing 
systems to synchronise

• Improved discoverability



What now?



The research community in Austria has the 
power to improve the value and openness 
of research information.

Unique researcher identifiers have the 
potential to streamline information 
sharing and bring transparency to the 
creation and re-use of that information. 



• Find out more at 
http://members.orcid.org

• Register for an iD at 
http://orcid.org/register

• Community resources at 
http://orcid.org/help

THANK YOU!

Matthew Buys
Director of Membership

m.buys@orcid.org
orcid.org/0000-0001-7234-3684


