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“The ability to uniquely identify 

contributors is a deceptively simple 

concept which, if realized, could enable 

forms of real-time understanding of 

scientific research that up to now have 

been extremely costly (if not impossible).”
-Jonathan Kram, Wellcome Trust



● Documenting impact through research 
performance frameworks

● Reducing researcher burden

… but these two goals seem at cross 
purposes?

RESEARCH MANAGEMENT TRENDS



NAME AMBIGUITY

Michael Jackson???

Unique identifiers provide trusted 
connections to professional activities



IDENTIFIERS FOR 
PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS



WHAT IS ORCID?

• An identifier for researchers
• A registry
• A set of standard procedures (APIs) for connecting 

researchers to their affiliations and activities
• A committed community building connectors
• An international-scale open research effort



THE ORCID COMMUNITY

https://orcid.org/statistics

• 1,056 organizational members from 
46 countries

• 600+ system connectors: all research sectors

• Over 7 million researchers

• 20 consortia in:
○ Americas: Brazil, Canada & United States

○ EMEA: UK, Norway, Finland, Sweden, Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, 
Italy, Portugal, Israel, South Africa, Denmark, Greece, Austria

○ APAC: Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan



Why ORCID iDs are 
important? 



Meadows, Alice; Laurel, Haak (2019): The Value of Using Unique Identifiers for Researchers. 
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Data in research evaluation

Research evaluation is hampered 
by a lack of data that clearly 
connect a research program with its 
outcomes and, in particular, by 
ambiguity about who has 
participated in the program and 
what contributions they have made.

Haak, L., Meadows, A. and Brown, J. (2018). Using ORCID, DOI, and Other Open Identifiers in 

Research Evaluation. Frontiers in Research Metrics and Analytics, 3.



Administrative burden

Manually making these connections is very labor-
intensive, and algorithmic matching introduces 
errors and assumptions that can distort results.

Haak, L., Meadows, A. and Brown, J. (2018). Using ORCID, DOI, and Other Open Identifiers in 

Research Evaluation. Frontiers in Research Metrics and Analytics, 3.





idea

People
Team

Collaborations
Trainees

Affiliations
Employer

Professional Associations
Education

Funding
Grants

Contracts
Seed Funding

Coop. Agreements

Publications
Journal Articles
Books
Patents
Legal Briefs
Algorithms
Software Code

Datasets
Physical Objects
Electronic Files
Protein Structures
Genetic Sequences
Impacts
Policy
Legal
Health
Environment
Education
Product Development
Spin Off
Workforce

Service Activities
Peer Review

Working Groups
Leadership Positions

Training and Mentoring
Extension Activities

Contribution types



Unique researcher identifiers have 
the potential to bring efficiency 

and transparency to the creation 
and re-use of information for 

research evaluation.



Visibility, Interoperability & 
Credibility
ORCID benefits for researchers



Visibility



Interoperability



Credibility



Research Vision
Benefits realisation











Register at 
https://orcid.org/register

Email m.buys@orcid.org / 
e.cheng@orcid.org

Twitter @ORCID_Org / 
@mjbuys

THANK YOU...


