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Hi Everyone! My name is Stephanie Monasky and I’m the Marketing Manger of Author Services over here at ACS Publications. Today, I’m excited to talk to you about our new online course, ACS Reviewer Lab and its integrations with ORCID. 



What is ACS Reviewer Lab™?

FREE online course on peer review
Designed by ACS editors leading researchers
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Before I get too far into the integrations, I wanted to briefly touch upon what ACS Reviewer Lab is. ACS Reviewer Lab is a free online course on peer review. It’s free for anyone to enroll and you don’t need to an ACS Member or have published in any ACS Journals; it’s open to everyone. The goal of the course is to provide the long overdue educational tools the scientific publishing industry needs, while simultaneously expanding the reviewer pool and educating new, younger researchers to the fundamentals of peer review.

The entire course was designed with help from ACS editors, staff, and leading researchers. The course is made up of 6 30 minute module. Users have 1 month to complete the course and will receive reminders along the way. Upon completion of all course content and the final assessment, users receive a personalized certificate of completion.




Why do we need peer review 
training?
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But taking a step back even further? Why do we need Reviewer Lab?

Lack of formal training
Overtaxed system needs new participants
Need for tools to be a confident reviewer
Expand reviewer pool


Additionally, and perhaps the most glaring issue facing peer review today, is that there isn’t really any formal training offered on how to be a good reviewer.  An early career researcher usually encounters peer review training on the ground when he or she receives their first invitation to review. In an overtaxed system like peer review that desperately needs new participants, researchers should have the tools they need to be a confident reviewer. Yet the industry is sorely lacking in this regard. ACS Reviewer Lab will provide the long overdue educational tools the scientific publishing industry needs, while simultaneously expanding the reviewer pool and educating new, younger researchers to the fundamentals of peer review.




How does ACS Reviewer Lab 
integrate with ORCID?
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So now, onto the integrations with ACS Reviewer Lab. Right from the get go, while we were still in the development stages, we decided we wanted to mandate ORCID for enrollment in the course. Here at ACS, we’re strong supporters of ORCID and know that the more places we can integrate ORCID, the more successful and helpful the initiative will be. This seemed like a natural fit and also had benefits for our organization. I’ll get into that more later in a few slides. 
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So here’s the landing page of ACS Reviewer Lab. When users click “Start Here” or the Login button at the top, they are prompted to login or register for an ACS ID. 
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At this stage, they are asked to link their ORCID ID or register if they do not have one. This is the third integration of ORCID into an ACS workflow. 

Quick note here: We’re working on earning our Collect and Connect Badges from ORCID and should have those available shortly! 
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User are then dropped into a short profile, and they’ll be able to confirm again that their ORCID is linked. 




How does ORCID 
integration help?
• In combination with a post 

course survey, helps ACS 
Editors make better 
reviewer invitation 
decisions

• Increases awareness of 
ORCID to ACS and 
chemistry community

• Down the road: Push 
course completion to 
user’s ORCID profiles
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ORCID integration has multiple benefits to both ACS and the research community at large. Most importantly, it helps ACS Editors make better reviewer invitation decisions. Completion of the course doesn’t guarantee that you’ll be selected to review for an ACS Journal, but it’s a great way to signal your interest and investment to an editor. 

We also use a post course survey to determine where researchers would like to review and we communicate this information to ACS Editors in a report that contains their ORCID iD. This allows editors to know who has completed the course within their area of expertise and have an easy way to do a quick glance at a researchers experience through their ORCID profile.

This integrations also increases ORCID awareness to ACS and the chemistry community at large. Also, on our roadmap, is a plan to push completion of the course to user’s ORCID profiles.

Thank you very much and I’m happy to take questions.
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